1 Legenda trium sociorum - (hereafter LS). Unless otherwise noted, Franciscan sources used in this essay are found in Fontes Franciscani (Assisi: Edizioni Porziuncola, ). The Legend of the Three Companions was commissioned by the Franciscan Minister General, Crescentius of Jesi, in response to the mandate of the Genoa Chapter of . Concerned that the brothers who had known Francis during his lifetime were dying, the delegates to the General Chapter requested that these early brothers write their remembrances. After his famous rejection of his father before the bishop of Assisi, Francis spent about three years as a hermit seeking God's will. 5 While in this state, he continued the reconstruction of the Church of San Damiano that he had begun before his conversion. Other people joined him in this project:
Filled with joy, he would cry loudly in French to those who lived near and those passing by the church: "Come and help me in the rebuilding of the Church of San Damiano. For in the future it will be a monastery of ladies whose fame and life in the universal church will be glorified by our heavenly Father. " 6
What is more certain is that Francis seems to have begun the work of building a woman's monastery before he had brothers. Evangelical groups The Legend of Saint Clare, hereafter LCl, was commissioned by Pope Alexander IV. The author of the Legend states that he obtained his information for the Legend from Clare's process of canonization and from oral interviews that he personally conducted.
In her essay: "San Damiano nel  Contributo alla questione clariana, " Collectanea Franciscana  (): -, Maria Pia Alberzoni suggests that the above vignette properly fits into the context of Gregory IX and Clare's argument regarding the retention of privilege of poverty for S. Damiano after the death of Francis. For a development of Alberzoni's argument, see also Marco Guida, "La periocpe clariano-damianita di Vita Beati Francisi VIII, -: Un'aggiunta all' opera di Tommaso da Celano?" Collectanea Franciscana  (): -.
